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good HD | 480p | 720p | 1080p | uP4 | Bluray | Mp3The present invention generally relates to
article dispensing machines. More specifically, the present invention relates to a method and
apparatus for controlling the article transfer operation for a multiple station bulk dispenser. Bulk
dispensers, or the like, generally have several article dispensing stations, each with a gravity or
mechanical dispensing mechanism. The articles are packaged in groups in a container, and are
generally labeled with information such as the name of the product, the expiration date, etc. The
customer must physically remove the articles from the container. An example of a prior art bulk
dispenser is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,655,742 to Gallo et al., the disclosure of which is hereby
incorporated by reference. Several modifications to the basic bulk dispenser concept have been
developed, such as those described in U.S. Pat. No. 6,846,095 to Wolowick et al., the disclosure
of which is hereby incorporated by reference. One such modification is a bulk dispenser with a
rotating bin, such as disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,907,773 to Barros et al., the disclosure of which
is hereby incorporated by reference. There remains a need for improvement in the art of
dispensing articles from bulk containers, including a need for a bulk dispenser that can dispense
articles with a minimum of human intervention. According to the present invention, a method
and apparatus is provided for controlling the article transfer operation of a multi-station bulk
dispenser. The dispenser comprises a hopper, a plurality of outlet stations located below the
hopper, and a feeder assembly connected to the hopper. The method and apparatus of the
present invention allows for a variety of automated controlled transfer operations of articles
from the bulk container to the outlet stations of the bulk dispenser. According to an aspect of the
present invention, a method for controlling the article transfer operation of a bulk dispenser is
provided. The bulk dispenser includes a hopper, a plurality of outlet stations located below the
hopper, and a feeder assembly connected to the hopper. The method comprises: (a) Providing a
bulk container having a plurality of articles therein, and storing a code identifying the plurality
of articles. (b) Initiating a multiple 2d92ce491b
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